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OUR WORD, page 6: Gus Bode says this isn’t the Itchy
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Unidentified person dies at private lake
Brandy Oxford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

A person yet to be identified died
at a private lake Saturday, a local service director said Monday, despite
the SIU Police Department and the
Jackson County Coroner not having
information of the death.
Chris Williamson, acting director
for the Center for Comprehensive
Services said a participant in the
program died Saturday during an

outdoor activity.
Williamson said the Health
Insurance
Portability
and
Accountability Act prevents the
release of the person’s identity or
information about how the participant died. Gregory Smith, graduate
assistant for recreational sports and
services, said the CCS participant
was not affiliated with SIUC.
“All of us at CCS-Carbondale
are terribly saddened by the passing of a participant in our program,

and we extend our condolences to
the family,” Williamson said in a
statement. “The client’s passing
on Saturday after participating in
an outdoor activity was tragic and
unanticipated. Due to privacy laws
that prevent us from disclosing carerelated information about the people
we serve, we are unable to comment
further.”
CCS is a Carbondale group that
specializes in post-acute rehabilitation for patients who have acquired

More and more FOIA requests made to
Illinois state agencies are being routinely ...
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brain injury and other neurological
disorders.
Smith could not comment on the
identity of the individuals involved
but stated that the two men who
attempted to help the CCS participant are heroes and will be commended for their heroic effort.
At this point, Jackson County
Coroner Thomas Kupferer said
he has no information indicating
that the death occurred in Jackson
County.

Campus police also had no
reports of a death on campus.
Kathy Hollister, assistant director
of recreational sports and services at
SIUC was also unable to comment.
Brandy Oxford can be reached at 5363311 ext. 255 or boxford@siu.edu.

siuDE.com

Read updates on this developing story
online at siuDE.com.

Not an average
summer camp
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The quarrel over the release
of five university employees’
contracts is one in a long line of
disputes regarding public records
throughout the state.
From Chicago to Carbondale,
Illinois agencies in the past year
have blocked access to documents
that spell out employee performances, logistics of the governor’s hiring practices, origins of malignant
tumors and other material that critics of the Freedom of Information
Act say are integral for the public’s
knowledge.
One political watchdog said
SIUC’s blocking of a southern
Illinois newspaper’s push for contracts represents a broader problem
among many on the state’s payroll.
“Too many public officials forget
that they work for the public and
they think that the public works for
them,” said Jay Stewart, executive
director of the Chicago-based Better
Government Association. “We have
the right to know what’s going on
with our government.”
The opening lines of the state’s
FOIA declare that citizens are entitled to information regarding the
affairs of government and those who
serve as public officials.
But several hurdles stand in the
way of access to public documents,
including more than 40 exemptions
that deem inquiries into certain
details an invasion of privacy.
One of those exemptions is at
the core of the university’s battle
with the Anna Gazette-Democrat,
a weekly newspaper that sued SIUC
after being denied access to contracts
in 2006. The university said personal
information in the contracts should
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“They act as if one shred of a document contains

something
subject to an exemption, they can exempt it
“
all. It’s bad policy. It’s bad law and I think it’s really sad.
— Jay Stewart
executive director, Better Government Association

be kept private, while the paper’s
publisher contends that any document involving tax dollars should be
available for the public.
The 4th District Appellate Court

in Springfield heard arguments for
and against the contracts’ release on
Wednesday. A ruling in the case,
See FOIA, Page 10
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Daniel Mellethin, a transfer student from Alton, Ill., pulls himself
up into his wheelchair after arriving at Transition Camp. He planned to
attend SIUC in Fall 2006, but was paralyzed in an accident in June of that
year. “It’s a phenomenal feeling to be here less than a year later,” he said.

Disability Support Services introduces
disabled students to college living
Brandy Oxford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Disability Support Services has
recruited a plethora of things —
from miniature ponies to adaptive
technology lecturers — for a unique
summer camp held this week.
The free one-week camp is
designed to teach disabled students
adaptive computer skills and how
to access the services DSS provides
to help them get comfortable with
college life.
“We show them that college is

an open door,” Director of SIUC
Disability Support Services Kathleen
Plesko said. “It’s a ‘yes-you-can’ sell
on their own abilities. We give them
the tools to thrive and we also demonstrate to the parents that their
children will be safe.”
The camp, which started Monday
and runs through Friday, provides
participants with 24-hour assistance,
including a resident nurse.
DSS Coordinator Rita VanPelt
said students are sometimes unsure
See CAMP, Page 5
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Hynes: $2 billion
in services could end
with no budget

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — More than $2 billion in state services could be interrupted
in July if lawmakers fail to reach a budget
deal, Comptroller Dan Hynes said Monday.
Hynes sent a report to Gov. Rod
Blagojevich and the four legislative leaders
describing how the budget gridlock would
play out next month if there’s no deal by
the beginning of the new fiscal year July 1.
Democrats who control the Capitol
were supposed to wrap up their work May
31 but have been unable to agree on
where to get the state’s money and how
to spend it.
The comptroller last July paid out more
than $2 billion for state services, Hynes said.
This year, obligations include an estimated
$1.3 billion in back-due payments to doctors and hospitals for caring for Medicaid
patients, $100 million in school grants and
nearly $200 million to the Department of
Transportation during the height of construction season.
In 2004, when Blagojevich and lawmakers deadlocked on a budget for a record 54
days, they adopted a one-month spending
plan to keep government running in July.
Court rulings and state law require
welfare payments, retirement benefits,
and payments on state debt to continue
regardless of whether there’s a budget
approved, Hynes said.
If there is no deal by July 9, the first
group of state employee paychecks would
be delayed, affecting 4,900 workers, mostly
in constitutional offices such as the governor’s and comptroller’s.
Checks for 17,000 more employees
would be late if there’s no budget by July
16.

Lawmakers say deal
on electric rates could
come this week

SPRINGFIELD (AP) — Key state lawmakers are promising that the monthslong
debate over consumers’ soaring electric
rates is nearing an end.
Growing pressure in an overtime legislative session and a key meeting of legislative leaders and utility executives last week
have set up a possible agreement on relief
for consumers that could be finalized this
week, legislators say.

Key negotiators refuse to discuss how
much money customers would see or how
much rates would decrease. But lawmakers
involved in the talks say discussions have
centered on about $1 billion in relief over
four or five years and long-term measures
to protect consumers from high prices in
the future.
Downstate lawmakers have been calling for relief since January, when a 10-year
rate freeze ended and some residents’ electric bills doubled or tripled. But the issue
has been bogged down by policy and
political differences.
House Democratic leaders have backed
another rate freeze to help consumers,
while Senate Democrats have argued a
rate freeze will only be tied up in court.
They support using negotiations with the
utilities to produce significant relief for consumers.
The debate has taken center stage at
the Capitol because downstaters have said
they won’t vote on any new state budget
until they get a resolution on this issue.
As the weeks of overtime session drag on,
pressure builds to resolve both issues.
In fact, senators are poised to send to
Gov. Rod Blagojevich a rate freeze already
passed by the House if negotiations don’t
produce a resolution soon.
Talks were plodding along until last
week, when House Speaker Michael
Madigan and Senate President Emil Jones
met privately for more than three hours
with top executives of Ameren, ComEd and
Exelon Corp., ComEd’s parent company
and a top Illinois power generator.
Leaders were tightlipped after the
meeting, saying only that they had made
“substantial progress” but there was more
work to be done.
Madigan said it would be several days
before an agreement was reached.
“I’m confident about resolution of the
issue,” Madigan said. “I’m not going to go
beyond that.”
Sen. James Clayborne, the Belleville
Democrat leading Senate Democrats’ work
on the issue, said Monday that lawmakers
continue to meet on the issue but he didn’t
expect a vote when the Senate returns
Tuesday. The House is scheduled to resume
work Wednesday.
“We’re trying to put all of that together,”
Clayborne said. “Every day I’m hoping we
have a solution.”
Other lawmakers say they expect consumers to receive about $1 billion in relief
from the utilities, both through rebates of
increased rates they’ve already paid and
discounts of future rate increases.
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They also say the auction process used
to set the new rates would be scrapped
and a new Illinois Power Authority could
be created to oversee power purchasing,
ensuring Illinoisans receive the lowest possible cost from the market.
Consumer advocates say consumers
will be rewarded for a little more patience.
“We’ve been encouraged for a long
time about how the session has developed,” said David Kolata, executive director
of the Citizens Utility Board. “All the signs
are promising.”
Some legislators say they’re remaining cautious until they see an agreement.
They say their constituents are eager for a
speedy end to the waiting.

Grandfather drowns in
Kankakee River

KANKAKEE, Ill. (AP) — The grandfather
of a 5-year-old girl who survived alone in
the woods for two days drowned in the
Kankakee River while swimming with the
child, authorities said.
David Klamecki, 62, of Momence, and
his granddaughter went missing after
embarking on a boating trip on the river.
His body was pulled from the water Friday
morning following an extensive, two-day
search of the area.
Investigators wondered how Klamecki
died since he was a strong swimmer who
was familiar with the river, but an autopsy
performed Saturday put those questions
to rest. Kankakee County Coroner Bob
Gessner said Klamecki drowned.
“He had a very good heart,” Gessner
said. “He probably got caught in those
currents and got underneath the logjam
there.”
Klamecki, an avid outdoorsman, and
his granddaughter disappeared on the
river Wednesday. The little girl – Hannah
Klamecki of Villa Park – startled searchers
when she appeared after two nights alone
in the woods.
Hannah’s father, Mike Klamecki,
believes his dad may have saved Hannah’s
life by pushing her out of the strong current
that was pulling him under. Mike Klamecki
told the Chicago Sun-Times that he told
his daughter she’s safe “because Grandpa
knew what to do and knew to push her in
the right direction ...”
Hannah was wearing inflatable floats
on her arms for a swim in the river with her
grandfather. She made it to a tree branch,
which she used to pull herself out of the
river.

POLICE REPORTS

If you spot an error, please contact the
DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

There are no items to report today.

AccuWeather 7-Day Forecast for Carbondale
®

TODAY
High
89°

WEDNESDAY
High
86°

THURSDAY
High
88°

FRIDAY
High
91°

SATURDAY
High
91°

SUNDAY
High
92°

MONDAY
High
92°

Low
60°

Low
60°

Low
61°

Low
64°

Low
71°

Low
71°

Low
70°

A morning
shower or tstorm

Mostly sunny
and less humid

Partly sunny

Partly sunny
and hot

Partly sunny;
hot and humid

Hot and humid
with lots of sun

Partly sunny;
hot and humid

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2007
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C’est la vie á SIUC
French students study English, American culture and college life
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Twelve French business students
are learning the difference between
Americans and the French first
hand.
They said they’ve learned
Americans are more welcoming over
dinner and that Americans prefer
sweeter wine at Blue Sky Vineyard.
“We are used to saying every
time, ‘This is America,’” said Yanis
Belblidia, a French student at SIUC
as part of the Foreign Language and
International Trade program.
Twelve students from the
Grenoble School of Management
in Grenoble, France are currently
enrolled for six weeks of courses at
SIUC to study business and hone
their English skills.
Cheryl Ernst, a lecturer for the
Center for English as a Second
Language at SIUC, said the students
also soak up the different college culture, as universities in France have less
of a community feel.
“They are here to improve their
English. Of course English is an
important language in the international market — not the only language, but an important language,”
she said. “And so it’s an opportunity for them to come take classes in
English, to get out and connect with
Americans, with the college life.”
Marilyn Rivers, a CESL lecturer and director of the program at
SIUC said French families wouldn’t
be so welcoming initially, and an
unacquainted group would meet at a
restaurant first.
“They have a view of the U.S.
from American politics and movies
and all that, and so we give them the
real America,” Rivers said. “They go
away feeling different about the U.S.
and Americans.”
One
difference
Faustine
Allouchery noticed was the reason
people start conversations with her

Brian Feldt
The Dick’s Sporting Goods store
is an anomaly of sorts.
On one hand, it will be a welcome
sight to the eyesore that was the old
K-Mart lot and will bring new business to Carbondale. On the other
hand, the sporting goods giant has
the potential to steal local sporting
goods stores’ clientele.
Shops such as The Great Outdoors
Company, Hibbett Sporting Goods,
Shawnee Trails Wilderness Outfitters
and Phoenix Cycles are preparing for
a possibly negative economic impact
with the arrival of Dick’s, which is
slated to open sometime this fall.
Mickey Stewart, owner of The
Great Outdoors Company, said while
Dick’s could hurt his business, he has
already put plans into action to minimize the impact.
“We are going to do the things
that they don’t do as well,” Stewart
said. “We won’t be able to carry the
Under Armour to the depth that they
do, so we’ll just do the specialty stuff
and try to do it real well.”
The fact Dick’s could potentially
detract the casual customer away
from The Great Outdoors Company
was a source of concern for Stewart,
however.
Mike Helmers, a senior from
Plano studying management confirmed Stewart’s suspicion.
“If I was looking for a bike or
something like that then I would
probably go to a specialty shop or a

End of
rate freeze
burns local
residents
Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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French exchange students (from left) Simon Saulay, Pauline Devay, and Sebastian Gondran discuss
their experiences in America. The students said one of their favorite sites in southern Illinois is the Blue
Sky winery.
at bars.
“We are used to wondering, ‘Why
do they act like this and what do they
want?’” Allouchery said. “It’s not the
case here, they only want to know
us.”
Belblidia said everything is bigger in America, from the size of the
country itself to the men at SIUC.
“When we see the guys here, we
just feel like shrimps,” Belblidia said.
“If only we had (recreation centers) in
France, it would be a dream.”
The Student Recreational Center’s
purpose in America, Simon Saulay
said, is to work off the fat gained
from the food they’ve eaten here, and

Maxime Dedeurwaerder said he goes
there every night.
“We have to go to up to the Rec
Center in order to eliminate what
we’ve eaten,” Saulay said.
All 12 students said they feel
welcome and comfortable at SIUC.
Belblidia said he compares Americans
to peaches and the French to apples.
“A peach is very soft and then it’s
hard, the core is really hard, and an
apple is hard and then it’s smoother,” he said. “Here you can make
friends very easily, you can have a
lot of acquaintances, but then when
it comes to being more close, it’s a
bit more difficult. In France, it’s the

opposite.”
The group will travel to Chicago
June 29 and to St. Louis Friday,
where they will go on a private tour
of the Anheuser Busch Brewery and
attend what will be the first baseball
game for most of them.
Belblidia said he and the students
would also like to visit the Spillway
before returning to France, but right
now there is one obstacle.
“We are trying to find somebody
who has a car,” Belblidia said.
Scott Mieszala can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 268 or smieszala@siude.com.

Feelings mixed toward store’s opening
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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we built up that kind of relationship with our customers that they
stay with us.”
Kevin Baity, assistant city manager for economic development,
said the store at 1250 E. Main St.
would cover all the bases in the
sporting goods scene.
“Dick’s is a nationally recognized company,” Baity said. “Their
inventory or line of goods is something that will add well with what
we do not have or only have small
amounts of here in Carbondale.
They are going to be a retailer that
fits a market area that we did not
have full coverage in.”
While Carbondale sporting
good shops have operated in the
past in a particular niche such as
bicycles or hunting gear, Dick’s will
include it all.
S TEPHEN R ICKERL ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
Ben Westra, project manager for
Mason workers from WDS Construction Company build the brick
WDS Construction, Inc., said the
façade at the new Dick’s Sporting Goods store. When completed, store would come fully equipped
Dick’s will occupy the site of the old K-Mart building.
with complete golf, fitness, footbike shop around here,” said Helmers, on customer loyalty and hope that wear, gun and archery sections, along
who enjoys biking and camping. relationships carry over when Dick’s with room for sports such as baseball,
basketball and football.
“Now if I was going to just browse comes around.
around then I would go to Dick’s
Andy Staff, an employee of
It will also feature an archery test
because they have a lot more of a Shawnee Trails Wilderness Outfitters, range and a state-of-the-art golf secselection.”
said while his employer isn’t planning tion, where shoppers will be able to
Therein lies the problem.
anything too significant in prepara- get custom-fitted golf clubs.
Representatives from Dick’s did
“Whether people realize it or not, tion for Dick’s opening, he thinks
we get over the hump by the casual his customers’ loyalty will keep them not return multiple phone calls for
customer who steps in here once a in check.
comment and a specific opening date
year to buy a Christmas gift,” Stewart
“We have ads ready for the fall for the fall has not been announced.
said. “If they all go to Dick’s, then that will promote how we are a locally
that’s really going to hurt.”
owned business,” Staff said. “We’ve Brian Feldt can be reached at 536-3311 ext.
258 or bfeldt@siude.com.
Sporting good stores around been here for a while so over that
Carbondale will have to depend amount of time we would hope that

Toya Walton is feeling the heat.
Since the freeze on Illinois electricity rates expired, Walton said
her electricity bill at her Logan
Avenue apartment has more than
doubled and she has become
unusually reluctant to turn on her
air conditioner.
Her electricity bill was a heavy
enough burden before the increase,
Walton said.
“It keeps us pretty broke,” she
said.
Walton is one of many southern
Illinoisans preparing for a summer
of higher electricity bills due to
an Ameren CIPS rate hike that
occurred after the expiration of
a 10-year rate freeze in January.
When Ameren announced the
increase, the company warned customers their bills could increase 40
to 50 percent.
Since the freeze expired, some
citizen groups and state politicians
have called for a new freeze to
relieve Illinois citizens, but none
have been passed.
Joe Visker, a doctoral student
from Minnesota studying health
education, said although he has
not been hurt significantly by the
increased bills, he believes it is the
state’s responsibility to do something about the problem.
“For some of these people that
are on a fixed income, it either
means putting food on the table or
it means turning the air conditioner
on, and they’ve got to have both,”
he said.
Visker, who lives in a Carterville
apartment with his wife, said his
bills have increased, but so far the
change has been more of a nuisance than a serious financial problem. However, he said his next bill,
which will likely reflect his use of
air conditioning, could change his
mind.
“We’re from Minnesota so
everything down here is really hot
for us, so we have our air conditioning on all the time,” he said.
John Spaniol, a 50-year-old
Carbondale resident, said his tolerance to the sultry southern Illinois
weather has saved him from most
of the impact of the price jump.
Spaniol said he has not used air
conditioning in his Billy Bryan
Street home for several years and
has seen only a modest increase in
his electricity costs recently.
“I didn’t even see it that much
on the bills,” he said.
Spaniol said his home also has
gas heat rather than electric, which
kept him from feeling the increase
over the winter.
While he said he understands
that some residents need to use
air conditioning for health-related
reasons, Spaniol said many would
benefit from changing their lifestyles to adapt to the change.
“If you continue living exactly
the same way you did before, not
paying attention to the thermostat
whatsoever and cranking her up,
you’re going to pay,” he said.
Joe Crawford can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 273 or jcrawford@siude.com.

siuDE.com

Check online for tips on saving electricity.
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NIGERIA

Unions call for
protest strike over
higher fuel costs

ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — Labor unions
in Nigeria called Monday for a general
nationwide strike to protest a government
price hike on automobile fuel.
The strike is to begin Wednesday
and said the work stoppage would continue until the increase is repealed, said
Abdulwaheed Omar, president of the
umbrella Nigerian Labor Congress.
He spoke with reporters in the capital,
Abuja, after a meeting of the main workers’
representation groups. The unions claim 5
million workers among Nigeria’s population of 140 million people.
Nigeria is Africa’s biggest oil producer
and one of the top overseas suppliers to
the United States.

MIDEAST

Abbas tells Bush
to resume Mideast
peace talks

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP) -—
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
told President Bush in a telephone call
Monday that now is the time to resume
Mideast peace talks, a spokesman said.
The call focused on the ongoing situation following the takeover of the Gaza
Strip last week by the Islamic militant
Hamas group, aide Nabil Abu Rdeneh told
the official Palestinian news agency WAFA.
“President Abbas told Mr. Bush that
this is the time to resume the political
negotiations and to revive the hope of the
Palestinian people,” Abu Rdeneh said.
He said Bush affirmed his support for
Abbas’ policies and the measures he’s
taken.
The White House said Bush called
Abbas “to express support for him and the
Palestinian moderates.”
Bush welcomed Abbas’ suggestions
and ideas “and said clearly these are areas
for a lot of discussion the rest of this week,”
National Security Council spokesman
Gordon Johndroe said in Washington.
Bush will meet with Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert on Tuesday.
“He (Bush) will raise these issues
with Prime Minister Olmert so all parties
involved can discuss them and can discuss
the best way forward to what everyone
wants, which is a Palestinian state living
side by side in peace with Israel,” Johndroe
said.
Since the Islamic group seized control
of Gaza, Abbas has dismantled the coalition government of his Fatah movement
and Hamas, and installed a new government led by a political independent, Salam
Fayyad.
The Bush administration is poised to
lift its economic and diplomatic embargo
against a new Palestinian government in
the West Bank since it no longer includes
the Islamic militant group Hamas.

ENGLAND

Police smash global
pedophile ring,
arresting 700 people

LONDON (AP) — Police smashed a
global Internet pedophile ring, rescuing
31 children and rounding up more than
700 suspects worldwide, authorities said
Monday.
Some 200 suspects are based in
Britain, the Child Exploitation and Online
Protection Center said. The ring was traced
to an Internet chat room called “Kids the
Light of Our Lives” that featured images of
children being subjected to horrific sexual
abuse – including in videos.
Police rescued 31 children, some of
them as young as a few months. More than
15 of the children were in Britain.
The host of the Web site, Timothy
David Martyn Cox, 27, of Buxhall, who used
the online identity “Son of God,” admitted
to nine counts of possessing and distributing indecent images, authorities said.
After his arrest in September, authorities were able to infiltrate the chat room
and collect evidence on the other members.

News

Two dead, including 4-year-old girl,
as heavy rain floods North Texas
Angela K. Brown
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

GAINESVILLE, Texas —
Torrential overnight rainfall flooded a handful of North Texas towns
Monday, killing at least two people
and stranding people and their pets
on the roofs of their homes.
Two young girls were reported
missing in Gainesville as creeks
swollen by as much as 8 inches of
rain inundated parts of that town
and Sherman near the Oklahoma
state line.
A 4-year-old girl, Alexandria
Collins, died after she was swept
away by rushing water in Halom
City, a Fort Worth suburb. Her
body was found more than two
hours later.
The girl’s mother, Natasha
Collins, told KXAS-TV of Dallas
that the last time she saw her daughter was “when the current took her
out of my arms. We reached the
boat, and the boat capsized.”
However, firefighters said the
girl was already missing by the time
they pulled her mother onto a boat.
Lt. Kent Worley, a spokesman for
the Fort Worth Fire Department,
said that the boat never capsized
and he didn’t know of other boats
involved in the rescue.
A woman died in Sherman,
about 60 miles northwest of Dallas
near the Oklahoma state line, after
her car stalled in rising water and
was swept away, Sherman police
Sgt. Bruce Dawsey said.
About 125 residents of a
Sherman nursing home were evacuated, and an unknown number of
people were rescued from an office
building where the roof started caving in, Dawsey said.
In Gainesville, aerial video
showed families awaiting rescue on
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Residents and police look over a damaged roadway Monday after flooding swept through a mobile
home park in Haltom, Texas, killing a four-year-old girl who was stripped from her mother’s arms.
their roofs, some having hacked
“When I looked out the wintheir way to the outside from their dow, water was up to the bottom of
attics. Some were joined by their the window and the current was so
dogs.
fast houses were
washing away,
D i v e r s
searched a creek
said Haltom
City resident
in Gainesville You could hear people
for two girls, screaming but we couldn’t Rachel Hawkes.
ages 2 and
“You could hear
4, who were get out to help.
people scream— Rachel Hawkes
believed to have
but we
Haltom City resident ing
couldn’t get out
been
swept
to help.”
away by high
water in a mobile home park, said
About 37,000 people live in
Cpl. Mike Linnell of the Texas Sherman and about 16,500 in
Department of Public Safety. Three Gainesville.
mobile homes were washed out of
Amtrak’s daily round-trip serthe park, including one that became vice between Oklahoma City and
lodged against a bridge, he said.
Fort Worth was canceled because
About 100 mobile homes in of flooding, and passengers were
Haltom City were inundated and placed on buses, said Joe Kyle of
many were washed off their foun- the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation. Fort Worth-based
dations, emergency officials said.

“

U.N. inspectors to
visit North Korea
Kwang-tae Kim
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEOUL, South Korea — After
months of stalled negotiations
between North Korea and the
international community, the
U.N. nuclear watchdog said
Monday it will send a team to
Pyongyang next week to discuss
how the agency’s inspectors will
verify the promised shutdown of
the country’s nuclear reactor.
The visit announced by the
Vienna-based
International
Atomic Energy Agency is the
first concrete step toward North
Korea’s nuclear disarmament after
a weekend breakthrough in a
financial dispute that delayed the
process for over a year.
In
Washington,
State
Department spokesman Sean
McCormack praised North Korea
for inviting the IAEA inspectors to the North Korean capital.
“That is a good positive step,” he
said Monday.
Separately, Russia’s InterfaxChina news agency reported that
North Korea plans to shut down
its Yongbyon nuclear reactor in
the second half of July. The report,
citing an unidentified North
Korean official in Beijing, said
the government proposed holding

another round of six-nation disarmament talks after the reactor
is halted.
U.S. nuclear negotiator
Christopher Hill, who is on a
regional tour to discuss the matter with officials in China, South
Korea and Japan, said progress
was being made.
“Clearly, we’ve made a turn
over the weekend,” he told reporters in Seoul before dinner with
Chun Yung-woo, his South
Korean counterpart. “We’re away
from these banking issues, back
on to denuclearization issues.”
Chun said North Korea “has
no reason to delay,” and the speed
of progress depends on its “political will.”
The process of persuading
North Korea to give up its nuclear
program was stalled for months
by a dispute over some $25 million in North K orean funds that
were frozen in a Macau bank
backlisted by the United States.
North Korean state media said
Saturday that enough progress had
been made that a “working-level
delegation” from the IAEA had
been invited to discuss procedures
for the verification and monitoring of the reactor’s shutdown.
North Korea expelled IAEA
inspectors in December 2002.

Burlington Northern Santa Fe,
which owns the rail line, will decide
when service can resume, Kyle
said.
Authorities closed Interstate 35
from Gainesville to the Oklahoma
state line for several hours because
of flooding, the Department of
Public Safety said.
The National Weather Service
said rain fell at a rate of an inch
every 15 minutes in some places
early Monday.
“We get heavy rains in North
Texas, but the rate, the amount,
the duration and the coverage of
this are just amazing,” said Gary
Woodall, the warning-coordination
meteorologist for the weather service office in Fort Worth.
Only isolated thunderstorms
were forecast in the area Monday
and Tuesday.

More than 100 Taliban
civilians killed in battle
Noor Khan
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan
— More than 100 people, including militants, civilians and police,
have died in three days of fierce
clashes between NATO forces
and Taliban fighters in southern
Afghanistan, Afghan officials said
Monday.
Some preliminary estimates
of the death toll exceeded 200
people, but precise numbers were
not immediately available because
of the continued fighting in
Uruzgan province.
In eastern Afghanistan,
U.S.-led coalition jets bombed a
compound suspected of housing
al-Qaida militants, killing seven
boys and several insurgents, officials said.
A senior Afghan Defense
Ministry official has said that
civilian deaths are the main concern of Afghans, and President
Hamid Karzai has repeatedly
called for foreign troops to do
more to prevent civilian casualties.
Mullah Ahmidullah Khan,
the head of Uruzgan’s provincial
council, said the clashes in the
Chora district had killed 60 civilians, 70 suspected Taliban militants and 16 Afghan police.

An official close to the Uruzgan
governor, who asked not to be identified when talking about preliminary
estimates, said 70 to 75 civilians had
been killed or wounded, while more
than 100 Taliban and more than 35
police had been killed.
Lt. Col. Maria Carl, a spokeswoman for NATO’s International
Security Assistance Force, said there
is “definitely a large engagement that
has been going on there” for the last
three days. She could not confirm
casualty figures.
Netherlands defense chief Gen.
Dick Berlijn told reporters in the
Netherlands that a Dutch soldier
was killed in a battle that started over
the weekend with Taliban fighters
near Chora.
Dutch troops had been providing
backup to local forces in and around
Chora since Saturday, when several hundred Taliban fighters began
launching attacks, particularly targeting police posts, he said.
Dr. Hajed Noor, a doctor at
Uruzgan’s main hospital in the provincial capital, Tirin Kot, said 34
people wounded in the battles had
been brought to the hospital, including nine women and seven children.
He said his patients reported that
many other wounded people were
still in Chora district and could not
make it to the hospital because of
the fighting.
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Gloria Bode says we also
watched ‘Knocked Up’.
Check out the review online.
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‘Fantastic’ sequel
fantastically bad
Alicia Wade
DAILY EGYPTIAN

“Fantastic Four: Rise of the
Silver Surfer”
Directed by Tim Story
Starring: Ioan Gruffudd,
Jessica Alba, Chris Evans,
Michael Chiklis, Julian
McMahon
Runtime: 92 min.
Rated: PG

~ PROVIDED P HOTO

Marvel Comics has been successfully writing and releasing comic
books with engaging story lines and
palpable character development for the
Fantastic Four since the early 1960s.
It’s unfortunate that Hollywood
can’t be bothered to do the same.
In the second installment of the
abysmal franchise “Fantastic Four: Rise dialogue has gone by.
of the Silver Surfer” the
Even thenFishburne’s
foursome deals with the
vocal portrayal of the
���������
surfer is boring and
uber-fame having super
powers has brought them,
thoroughly uninspiring.
all the while combating
In an exchange with
Von Doom, the Silver
the alien Silver Surfer
who is preparing Earth �����������������������
Surfer blandly explains,
“Everything you know
to be consumed by the
is at an end,” as though he is stifling a
devourer of planets called Galactus.
But don’t worry, because the plot is yawn. If the voice of the Silver Surfer
as predictable and lackluster as can be isn’t invested in the film, why should
expected from any poorly done comic the audience be?
book movie.
The script doesn’t bother to further
Victor Von Doom ( Julian any of the main characters either, no
McMahon) is back too, but even matter how hard it tries. The Thing
when he’s asked how he’s still alive (Michael Chiklis) is still grumpy about
after being assaulted by the Fantastic being giant and orange with rockFour in the first movie, he can’t be like skin. Johnny Storm, played by
bothered to answer with any kind of Chris Evans, is still overly confident
and smart-alecky. Jessica Alba as the
reason due to the empty storyline.
The unimpressive CGI Silver Invisible Woman is only good for
Surfer, far too reminiscent of the spe- vacant, blue-eyed stares and is still
cial effects used in 1991’s “Terminator desperately in love with her neglectful
2: Judgment Day,” doesn’t make an boyfriend, the nerdy-to-a-fault Reed
appearance in the movie until more Richards (Ioan Gruffudd).
than a grueling half hour of pointless
Galactus is a CGI disappointment

PROVIDED P HOTO

as well, portrayed as an enormous,
angry and hungry cloud of gas — not
exactly what a viewer would expect
from a “devourer of worlds.”
The only upside to “Fantastic Four”
is the action sequences. The initial
chase between the Human Torch and
the Silver Surfer is fun to watch and
could easily be turned into an amusement park ride.
The final showdown between the
Fantastic Four, the Silver Surfer, and
Von Doom is the high point of the
film, but lacks real impact due to the
weak story.
The worst part about this film
is that it’s probably going to make
enough money for the franchise to
make another movie, and unless
scriptwriters invest time in constructing deeper characters and worthwhile
story lines, the movie might as well
drop the “fantastic” moniker.
Alicia Wade can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 275 or awade@siude.com.

Movie doesn’t do
‘Nancy Drew’ justice
Ben Erwin

all the tired clichés one could ask for
including spooky noises, secret passageways, clues hidden under floorboards and a creepy caretaker. Nancy
“Nancy Drew”
Directed By Andrew Fleming finds herself solving a murder that
Starring: Emma Roberts,
has eluded LAPD for decades and,
Max Thieriot, Tate Donovan, even more harrowingly, adjusting to
Josh Flitter, Rachel Leigh
high school life in a new town.
Cook
The remainder of “Nancy Drew”
Run time: 98 min.
is a moronic, underdeveloped mix of
Rated: PG
“Scooby Doo” and “Mean Girls.”
The film could have easily delved
Unfortunately for fans of Carolyn into the comedic possibilities of a
Keene’s iconic girl-sleuth novels and classic fish-out-of-water tale, but
film fans everywhere, the great- “Nancy Drew” suffers from endest mystery surrounding director less predictability and wooden acting
Andrew Fleming’s “Nancy Drew” under Fleming’s direction. It’s fitting
is how such underwritten, overacted that Roberts’ career began as the
drivel ever reached the big screen.
star of a Nickelodeon kiddie show
While Keene’s novels have because most of “Drew”– from the
appealed to young women for direction to the lighting and cindecades, Fleming’s adaptation fails ematography– looks and feels like
to deliver the original spirit of Nancy bad television brought painfully to
Drew’s literary counterpart. Even the big screen.
worse, however, is the film’s overIn lieu of the spunky heroin
reliance on self-referential irony, created by Keene, Roberts’ Nancy
wafer-thin mystery and an endless is overly chipper to the point of
obnoxious and excessively naïve.
string of tired gags.
“Nancy Drew” cerLikewise,
Nancy’s
tainly isn’t the worst
father, her would-be love
���������
mindless family offerinterest and her mewling in recent years, but
ing sidekick are mildly
the film is a predictunlikable if not downright loathsome.
able mix of mystery
��������������������
“Nancy Drew” is
and comedy that is
neither mysterious nor
surely in line for franhilarious.
chise status, and 10-year-old girls
At the film’s opening, the unex- will love the faux-empowerment
ceptional Nancy Drew (Emma “my message, but the film falls far short
aunt Julia is really, really famous” of the legacy built by Keene.
Roberts) leaves her hometown of
There must have been some reaRiver Heights for Los Angeles son the Nancy Drew character has
when her hapless father (Tate endured for decades, but Fleming
Donovan) is transferred. Nancy’s seems to have overlooked whatever
sleuthing exploits are almost legend- those captivating qualities may have
ary in River Heights, but her father been.
insists Nancy must stop her villainHow a beloved character could
foiling ways once the pair moves to have been turned into such insipid
the city.
pabulum is the real mystery worth
Fortunately for Nancy, she con- solving here.
vinces her father to move into the
Ben Erwin can be reached at 536-3311
former home of murdered starlet Dehlia Draycott (Laura Elena
ext. 275 or berwin@siude.com.
Harring). The Draycott mansion has
DAILY EGYPTIAN

‘Waitress’ serves up a delightfully cynical look at life
Devin Vaughn
DAILY EGYPTIAN

“Waitress”
Starring: Keri Russell, Nathan
Fillion, Andy Griffith
Directed by Adrienne Shelly
Runtime: 107 min.
Rated PG-13
The term “chick flick” might come
to mind while watching “Waitress,” but
what this film has in store runs much
deeper than your average feel-good
romp about women and romance.

CAMP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

1

about college at the beginning of the
transition and inclusion camp, but by
the last day they know they can handle
college.
“I was really nervous when I first
came,” said T.J. Zweidinger, a junior
from Palatine studying political science. “The camp sold me on coming
here. By the time I left camp, I felt like
I fit right in.”

The story centers around Jenna
(charmingly portrayed by Keri Russell),
a waitress and pastry chef, who works at
a diner somewhere in the Deep South,
where she specializes in making pie.
Jenna is not simply good at making pie. She is a veritable “pie genius.”
Watching her at work is comparable to
what it must have been like to witness
Beethoven composing a symphony, or
Shakespeare writing a sonnet.
Unfortunately, despite her culinary
gifts, her beauty and charm, she is married to Earl, a cartoonishly insensitive
and painfully selfish man, whose idea

of seducing his wife involves either her unhappy marriage, her unwanted
getting her drunk senseless or paw- pregnancy and her unexpected love
ing at her side while begging “Please. affair with her doctor (Nathan Fillion)
Please. Please.”
manage to supply her with a steady
Why she married a
stream of inspiration
man like Earl is never
for new pies, like “Bad
���������
fully explained in the
Baby Pie” and “I Can’t
movie, but the audience
Have No Affair Because
is never left wondering
It’s Wrong and I Don’t
why she plans to leave
Want Earl to Kill Me
���������������������
Pie,” which allow her to
him. Regrettably, Jenna’s
plans of flight are comdeal with her problems
plicated by an unexpected pregnancy.
in a constructive manner that brings
The confusing mix of emotions something positive into the world.
that run through Jenna as a result of
Overall, “Waitress” manages to

deftly blend a tasteful concoction of
humor, melancholy and romance that
is neither too sweet nor too sour.
Whereas most romantic comedies
display a painfully naïve optimism for
life, “Waitress” is delightfully cynical.
In a letter to her yet-to-be-born child,
Jenna writes that life is full of people
who are not worth meeting and things
that are not worth doing. By the end of
the film, however, upon the birth of her
daughter, she realizes life can be worth
living, so long as people understand it
is not about being happy so much as
being “happy enough.”

The goal of the camp is not
recruitment, but students who attend
the camp often choose SIUC, Plesko
said.
Brian Harrison, a sophomore from
Palatine studying rehabilitation services, said the camp helped him learn the
campus and understand everything
DSS provides to disabled students.
High school classmates Harrison
and Zweidinger attended the camp
together in 2004 and have returned

consistently as volunteers and mentors.
Plesko said she had to turn volunteers away this year as old camp
members signed up to be mentors and
share their experiences. This year she
said there were about 40 volunteers for
the 20 camp members.
“Students start registering in
January,” Plesko said. “We house and
feed our volunteers, so we’re limited
by the money that a grant through the

Illinois Board of Higher Education
provides.”
After this year, IBHE will no longer fund the camp, but DSS will look
for other generous organizations to
fund the vital program, Plesko said.
This year the camp includes six
students with mobility disabilities,
three visually impaired students, five
students with learning disabilities and
six students with Asperger syndrome,
VanPelt said.

“Asperger kids are normally bright,
but socially withdrawn and uncomfortable,” Plesko said. “We perceive a
different category of disabled students
like these coming in future years and
these students will require even more
intensive intervention. Someone will
step up to the plate and help us keep
it going.”
Brandy Oxford can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 255 or boxford@siude.com.
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Leaves of three
Dangerous deer, bothersome beavers, and that creepy
kid from your class on Tuesday
aren’t the only things to watch
for in Thompson Woods.
There is also a special gift
Mother Nature provides in all
southern Illinois wilderness
settings: poison ivy.
It’s a nasty little vine that
puts a rash on most people
who come in contact with it.
When a person allergic to the
oil touches it, the situation can
be severe.
Dennis Kiehna, who heads
the grounds department at
SIUC, said he does what he
can to control the ivy with
periodic spraying along the
main trails and through controlled burning of underbrush.
But the lesser dirt paths blazed
by hurried students are not
sprayed as frequently, if at all.
Thompson Woods is a natural area. Poison ivy is, unfortunately, natural. So unless it
poses a threat to students, it is
left alone.
And if ivy was heavily
sprayed along the little dirt
trails, some people might take

offense to the destruction of
the natural order of things in
Thompson Woods.
After all, even when safety
is an issue, some people still
get upset about human intervention in nature.
For instance, when a doe
was shot last year after charging a police officer, people were
outraged. And only recently,
the trapping of beavers led an
SIUC alumna to remove the
university from her will.
Thompson Woods is a
prized forest and something
the university takes a great
deal of pride in. It should be
left alone, but the safety of
students should always win out
over the succession of natural processes. We support the
eradication of poison ivy along
the paved trails in the woods,
but are not as supportive of
the spraying of the shortcuts
students have created. These
side trails should be discouraged from use and allowed to
re-grow.
But the university will likely
not resolve to ban the use of
the dirt paths, so students and
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faculty will continue to walk
through poison ivy. Hopefully
those who traipse through
the woods know what it looks
like, but perhaps the university
should consider an addition

to the “Beware of Deer” signs
that adorn every trailhead. A
picture of a vine that can cause
just as much damage as a renegade doe — poison ivy.
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NOTICE

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Ban on Spillway
drinking may open
new opportunities
to drink elewhere
DEAR EDITOR:
Hey, kids! Don’t fret if you’ve
lost the Spillway as a cherished 3-P
site (puking and peeing in public)!
A new developer has emerged
with a brilliant idea: “Give us up to
5,000 acres of state-owned land and
we’ll drop a Branson-style resort
onto it, with dirt bike trails, golf
courses, singing and dancing.” So
close: just up Illinois 127 at Pyramid
State Park.
All you students need to do
is pop those tops and head north.
In between drinks, maybe you can
even fill one of the 2,500 promised
jobs. For $6 an hour, sell $8 hot

Minimum wage boost
hurts economy
dogs to golfers who will surely rush
to Pinckneyville (ouch, if they don’t
decide to stop at casinos or baseball
parks along the way).
America’s entertainment
culture just keeps charming us with
ever more opportunities for noise,
the lights fantastic, speed, crowds,
partying, the easy loss of money,
and ways to turn children and college students (or childish college
students?) into hyperactive, wired
pleasure-consumers.
Backyard keg parties, video
games, blasts from iPods, and TV
aren’t enough to satiate your need for
distractions? Just let your state lawmakers know that they should give
away public-owned state park land
in return for more manufactured fun
for the young.

Laraine Wright

Carbondale resident

DEAR EDITOR:
I understand that some may support
the minimum wage increase July1, however, I do not. I am an Economics minor
with enough courses under my belt to
understand the economic impact of a
minimum wage hike. Dr. Grabowski
covered the main reasons why it can be
detrimental pretty well in the article,
“Students feel breathing room with dollar raise,” June 14.
Not every business will be matching
an individual’s raises over the years to
the minimum wage increase. Example:
Joe is a college student who started
making $6.50 minimum wage in 2005
and earned raises that brought him to
$7.50. If his employer chooses (which
they CAN) not to match his raise to
the minimum wage increase, he is being
paid no more than a starting employee.
Even though Joe has worked with that
company for two years, he no longer has
any incentive to be more productive. A
loss of productivity could be considered
a cash loss to an employer.
My employer most likely will not be
matching our pay raises to the minimum
wage increase, considering they didn’t

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

in 2005 when the minimum wage was
initially raised. Where is the incentive
for my coworkers and me to work any
harder, or even at the same level we
are currently working? What keeps an
employee from simply obtaining a different job that will pay a starting amount
in the same ballpark as what they’re
being paid after multiple years?
Granted, that is not a decision made
by the state, but it is government interfering with business and business making a decision based on that interference.
While this may benefit some individuals in the state, I strongly believe it
is simply more damaging economically
than beneficial. I also believe it is damaging to the spirit and work ethic of the
individual.
I have a question for Kris Johnson,
who is quoted as saying, “...I think
those people should go out and get an
education to get a job.”; Who, pray tell,
would work the minimum wage jobs if
everyone had “an education”? A lifetime
of being served by 15-19-year-olds who
aren’t exactly always customer service
savvy? What do they care if you are or
are not satisfied? They’re just going to
“go get an education” to get a better job
anyways...right?

Bri Gross

Junior studying sociology

The DAILY EGYPTIAN is a “designated
public forum.” Student editors have
authority to make all content decisions
without censorship or advance approval.
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know what’s going
“ We haveonthewithrightourtogovernment.
”

Jay Stewart
Executive Director, Better Government Association
on the state’s Freedom of Information Act.
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black

Today’s Birthday. You’re very intelligent this year, especially with your
favorite topic. Don’t worry about
making money with this talent now.
That will come later.

by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Sudoku

9

To get the advantage, check the
day’s rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0
the most challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19)
— Today is a 7 — The money’s
steady now, so don’t worry about
that. Accept encouragement from
your peers and continue to make
your case.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is
an 8 — Conform to rules you’ve helped
set and you’ll gradually increase your
profits. It doesn’t look like much at first
but every little bit counts.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)
— Today is a 7 — You’ll think of
yourself more and more as the crafts
person you’re becoming. This is
not something you can fake. It’ll be
genuine and authentic.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is a 9 — You’re gaining confidence
partially because you’re so successful. You make it look easy. For you,
lately, it has been.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is a
7 — There’ll be something in it for you,
don’t worry about that. Keep your team
motivated. Provide strong leadership.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is a 6 — You’re gaining respect and
status from the way you do your job.
Finish up what you’re working on;
you’ll wow ‘em with this one.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today
is a 7 — You’ve been doing a difficult
job, made tougher by distractions.
Those will be lessening soon, so
you’ll be more able to concentrate.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) — Today
is a 9 — It’s perfectly OK to take
some of your pay in benefits. Getting
paid more later works for you.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
— Today is an 8 — You’re having a
great time but are you getting things
accomplished? Oh, well. Having
a good time is important, too, of
course.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
— Today is an 8 — While you’re out
shopping, get yourself something to
make your work easier. You’ll know
it when you see it, and it won’t cost
you a fortune.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
— Today is a 7 — Luckily your job
doesn’t require much of your attention now. This allows more time for
flirting, your new game.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)
— Today is an 8 — Your own extra
effort improves your family’s living
conditions. This is not a theory; it’s
real, as you are currently proving.

(c) 2007, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
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by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit 1 to
9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Monday’s puzzle

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

ROHAB
©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

PRAVO
CANOBE
www.jumble.com

Sudoku on your cell phone. Enter 783658.com in your mobile Web browser. Get a free game!

6/19/07
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GEEREM

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Print answer here:
Yesterday’s

THE Daily Crossword
ACROSS
1 Good buddies
5 Numbers
subject
9 Fragrant
essential oil
14 Code name?
15 Hodgepodge
16 Fencing
maneuver
17 CD track
18 Stead
19 Fancy feather
20 Girlie make-up
23 NY winter hrs.
24 Pay dirt
25 Period of note
26 Cut back
29 12-step prog.
31 Glossy fabric
33 Pindaric effort
34 Peaty spot
36 Sleepy's pal
37 Declare openly
38 Mature hair
coloring
42 Ditto
43 Grant's
adversary
44 Comeuppance
45 Poetic peeper
46 Withers
48 Some past
despots
52 What to call an
officer

Edited by Wayne Robert Williams

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
53 Industrious
insect
54 G.I.'s address
56 Court divider
57 No-frills
dressing
61 Basil sauce

63 Huron/Ontario
separator
64 Pineapple firm
65 Green card
holder
66 Smudge on
Santa

67 Handicrafts
68 Shuts with
force
69 Light on one's
feet
70 Say Hey Kid

21
22
27
28
30
32

DOWN
QB, often
Stir up
Duration
Tale on a
grand scale
Grinding tooth
Flared skirts
Evened the
score
Outside roof
Way from
Rome to
Brindisi
Baby powder
Sweetheart
Hand holder?
Grain in a
Salinger title
Mechanical
man
Put a value on
Nose alert
Chapel seating
Up to the job
Calculating
snake?

35 Lead ore
37 Learns
monkey-style
38 Agra attire
39 Food of the
gods
40 Housekeeper's
aim
41 Stage
42 Call for help
46 Sites for sets
47 Redeemer
49 Long-haired cat
50 Landed
property
51 Accent
55 Devoutness
58 News bit
59 Spot of rain
60 Mild Dutch
cheese
61 Ballerina steps
62 Architectural
add-on

(Answers tomorrow)
BARGE
PANTRY
UNSEAT
Jumbles: OPIUM
Answer: How the harpist felt when the recital
ended — “STRUNG” OUT
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News

Revamped SIUC Web site sees
increased visits over past year
Jakina Hill
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Janet Douglas said the face of
the SIUC Web site hasn’t changed
much during intercession — but
the number of people visiting it has
nearly doubled.
“There were 1.3 million visits
compared to last year’s 750,000,”
said Douglas, Web services leader of
University Communications. “More
interesting than that is the people are
viewing more of the pages.”
The SIUC Web site was revamped
in April with the intention of making
it simpler, more concise and userfriendly, Douglas said.
Although more people are utiliz-

ing more of the site, Douglas said
there is still work to be done.
Additional webisodes have been
added and corrections to links are
being made to the SIUC homepage, but the focus is now more on
research and focus groups to assist
SIUC’s colleges with their homepages.
Douglas said, for some colleges,
a faculty member or secretary is in
charge of the Web site. She said the
School of Music and the School of
Law are among the colleges Web
services is helping update their sites.
Brian Wagner, a music instruction specialist who was recently put
in charge of the School of Music’s
site, said many people work on it.

“I haven’t really done anything
on it but there are many people who
have a hand in it,” Wagner said.
Another SIUC Web site that has
made some changes is the Morris
Library homepage.
Web development librarian Cassie
Wagner said some of the changes the
library made to its Web site were
due to changes in the SIUC homepage, but most were in response to a
change in university policy.
Wagner said the major change
was to the banner, which was too
thick and pushed content off the
page.
Jakina Hill can be reached at 536-3311
ext. 249 or jhill@siude.com.
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Attorney Don Craven, center, talks with administrators of the Illinois Press Association outside the
appellate courthouse in Springfield Wednesday after presenting his arguments in the dispute over the
release of five university employees’ contracts. Craven and the IPA are critics of the state’s Freedom of
Information Act, which they say is riddled with loopholes.

FOIA
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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which could determine how much
personal information about Illinois’
public officials can be released, is
forthcoming.
SIU’s attorney Jerry Blakemore
told the Chicago Tribune in the
June 14 issue that employee contracts can contain explicit personal
information such as Social Security
numbers. The university is a transparent institution, Blakemore said,
but some information should not be
disclosed.
“People have a right to know about
the expenditure of public funds and
that is what we provide,” he said.
“…But it’s not just (Poshard’s) privacy rights that are at issue, it’s all the
employees of the university both now
and in the future.”
Stewart said Blakemore is only
focused on the exemptions listed in
the act and disregarded the section of
the statute that says public officials can
essentially black out information they
deem personal while providing the rest
of the document.
“The lawyers and the administration darn well know that the Freedom
of Information Act allows you, if there
is some material that’s exempt from
disclosure, to redact it. That’s what
the black lines are for,” Stewart said.
“They act as if one shred of a document contains something subject to
an exemption, they can exempt it all.

It’s bad policy. It’s bad law and I think
it’s really sad.”
While many FOIA requests are
filed by journalists, difficulties in
obtaining records are not limited to
the media.
A Better Government Association
investigation in 2006 revealed that
more than half of the 408 governmental bodies in Illinois did not comply
with FOIA regulations.
The association enlisted an average citizen to file requests for public
records. Nearly 155 of those did not
respond to the inquiries, while one
reneged on its denial when it learned
the individual was assisting in an
investigation.
Some of the denials were based on
an exemption that states “personnel
files” are not public records. The term
“personnel files” is ambiguous, critics
argue, and is the primary loophole that
agencies use when they don’t want to
disclose material.
The FOIA defines six terms —
public body, person, public records,
copying, head of the public body and
news media — but gives no meaning
for “personnel files.”
SIUC officials labeled the employment contracts as “personnel files,” but
the attorney representing the opposing
Gazette-Democrat said the university
was among a slew of public bodies
that make it their policy to say “no” to
records requests.
“It’s been reported that some agencies deny FOIA requests as a matter of

routine on the theory that the requestor will just go away,” said Craven, a
Springfield-based attorney and critic
of the FOIA.
Craven said a ruling against his client would likely spur amendments in
the Illinois General Assembly, which
approved the FOIA in 1983 as the
last state in the union to adopt an open
records statute.
Illinois’ act came nearly 20 years
after federal open records legislation
went into effect. Many states established guidelines in the 1970s after the
Watergate scandal increased government scrutiny.
Some states have even established
penalties for FOIA violations, which
are not included in Illinois’ legislation.
Withholding public documents in
Florida can fetch jail time and violations in Washington state can bring
a fine of up to $100 a day. Officials in
Texas are required to go through public
records training, and can be prosecuted
for not following guidelines.
Critics in Illinois say more sanctions are needed in the FOIA, including fines if an agency unjustifiably
blocks access.
For Craven, all he wants is more
openness in government functions.
“Mistakes are made. Money can be
lost. Wrong amounts can get paid,” he
said. “As taxpayers, we are entitled to
know how money is spent.”
Brandon Weisenberger can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 262 or brandonw@siude.com.
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Saluki Insider
Kobe Bryant has once again asked the Los Angeles Lakers to trade him. Bryant has
expressed interested in the Bulls. If he is traded, would Bryant fit well with the Bulls?

EUGENE CLARK
eclark
@siude.com

“I’ve always seen Kobe Bryant as a Laker. It
seems like it would be weird to see him in a Bulls
uniform.”

“That would be best for Chicago. They
need another high-profile alleged sex criminal
because R. Kelly is getting boring. “

SETH MACFADYEN
smacfadyen
@siude.com

ALEJANDRO
GONZALEZ
agonzalez
@siude.com

“Well, it’s Kobe Bryant. He’ll fit in anywhere. I
think he would have a little trouble on the Bulls
because, for the most part, the team doesn’t
have any ball-hoggers. And, well, Bryant needs
the ball in his hands.”

SALUKI TRACKER
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Do you have questions for
the Saluki Banter that you
want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

SPORTS BRIEFS

Cabrera tames Tiger, Furyk and Oakmont

as he sat in the clubhouse and watched
Furyk fall out of a share of the lead on
the 17th hole by trying to drive the green
306 yards away. The shot went into deep
rough left of the green, his flop shot came
up short and his 8-foot par putt swirled
around the lip.
That left only Woods, who needed a
birdie over his final three holes to force a
playoff.
He did well to two-putt for par on the
244-yard 16th. His bunker shot on the 17th
went over the green and made him again
grind out a par, and a tee shot he thought
was perfect on the 18th instead straddled
the first cut and thick rough right of the
fairway. Woods hit wedge that went 30
feet beyond the pin, and his birdie putt
was too strong.
Once again, just like at the Masters,
Woods was the last player to walk off the
18th green with the trophy belonging to
someone else.

OAKMONT, Pa. (AP) - The only thing
Angel Cabrera couldn’t conquer at this U.S.
Open was Oakmont.
That was much tougher than Tiger
Woods.
Cabrera hit all the right shots at the
right time Sunday, none bigger than a
booming tee shot down the middle of
the 18th fairway that stopped a late slide,
allowed him to post a 1-under 69 and
forced Woods and Jim Furyk to catch him.
For the second straight major, Woods
couldn’t buy a birdie.
For the second straight U.S. Open,
Furyk couldn’t make a par.
Cabrera became the first Argentine in
40 years to win a major, powering his way
to a pair of birdies on the back nine that
turned into a one-shot victory over two of
the best players in the world.

“It is very difficult to describe this
moment,” Cabrera said. “Probably tomorrow, when I wake up with this trophy beside
me, I will realize I won the U.S. Open.”
He is not the player anyone expected
to take down Woods.
But neither was Zach Johnson at the
Masters.
OK, so Cabrera is not a normal guy
from Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He is a former
caddie at Cordoba Golf Club in Argentina,
who dropped out of elementary school to
provide for his family and figured golf was
his only hope to make a decent living. He
fits the image of Pittsburgh tough, big and
burly, walking down fairways while puffing
on a cigarette.
“There are some players that have psychologists,” Cabrera said. “I smoke.”
Cabrera wore a smile to hide his nerves

CAGE

mainstream.
Ratner said when UFC — the
largest promoter of mixed martial
arts in the world — first began it
was no-holds barred, but the athletic commission would not accept
it as a sport.
Political pressure was also
thrown on the sport. Sen. John
McCain (R-Az) coined the UFC
as “human cockfighting” in 1998,
which caused fights to be outlawed in many states. The rules
were added so the sport could be
sanctioned.
Ratner said the UFC continues

to expand across the globe thanks
to regulation of the sport. The
UFC is waiting for a law to be
signed by Gov. Ron Blagojevich
that would regulate the fights
throughout the state. UFC would
then be allowed to hold fights in
Illinois.
“The sport is blowing up,”
Ratner said. “Most of young males
know about the sport, whereas
they might not know so much
about boxing.”

has been able to turn the program around in three years, which
is almost unheard of, and win
the Missouri Valley Conference
which is one of the toughest conferences in the nation,” Lanham
said.
Senior guard Jayme Sweere
said the contract extension is not
only beneficial to the program,
but also for incoming freshmen.
“For the big group of recruits,
knowing that she will be sticking
with them through their whole

career is a good thing for the
program all around,” Sweere said.
SIU students have also started
to take notice of the women’s
team.
In Eikenberg’s first year as
head coach, the average attendance for a home game was 276.
The 2006-2007 average attendance soared to 1,175 per game,
according to siusalukis.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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Although Frank will get paid,
most amateurs don’t receive money
for fights, said Jim Thomas, president of Fists of Glory, the organization sponsoring the event.
“If they get paid, they become
a professional,” he said. “Different
guidelines. These are amateurs.”
Mark
Ratner,
Ultimate
Fighting Championship vice president of regulatory affairs, who is
not involved in the June 23 event,
said the sport is becoming more

CONTRACT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE
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The 2006-2007 season marked
the first time in 20 years the
Salukis finished first in the MVC.
The Salukis also entered the
MVC tournament last season for
the first time since 1992.
Assistant head coach Megan
Lanham said what Eikenberg has
done for the Salukis is nothing
shy of exceptional.
“It’s her third season and she

Alejandro Gonzalez can be reached at
agonzalez@siude.com or 536-3311 ext. 256

Seth MacFadyen can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 282 or sethm@siu.edu
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SALUKI INSIDER, page 11: If Kobe were
traded would he be a good fit on the Bulls?
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

TATUM TRAVELS

ROAD TO THE PROS
Former Salukis’ defensive skills turn heads at camps
Eugene Clark
DAILY EGYPTIAN

DAILY EGYPTIAN

As one of the Mighty Morphin
Power Rangers, Jason David Frank
became famous for his work on TV
and movies.
He doesn’t fight monsters anymore. Now, he fights in a cage.
“I just like to fight,” Frank said.
“It’s always been in my blood.”
It’s true. Frank has been training
in Karate and mixed martial arts
Ron McMasters

• Age: 34
• Height: 5’10”
• Weight: 190
• Fighting style:
Boxing
• Record: 3-0

Jason David Frank

• Age: 32
• Height: 5’11”
• Weight: 190
• Fighting style:
Karate and mixed
martial arts
• Record: 2-0

Eugene Clark can be reached at
eclark@siude.edu or 536-331 ext. 269

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Former Power Ranger
to fight in cage match
Alejandro Gonzalez

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION

CAGE FIGHTING

“ Tatum
has the ability to change
a game defensively and disrupt
a game defensively,”
Neff said. “If Tatum can
improve his offensive skills
and point guard skills, he can
stay in the league and make a lot
of money.”

A NTHONY S OUFFLÉ ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Assistant coach Rodney Watson said he is sure
about Jamaal Tatum’s future in the pros.
He’s certain Tatum, who won the Larry Bird
Missouri Valley Conference player of the year
award, is well on his way to the NBA.
“There is no doubt in my mind he will wear
an NBA uniform at some point, because he has a
unique passion for basketball,” Watson said.
With just more than a week remaining before
the June 28 draft, those who know Tatum best feel
the former Saluki will hear his name called come
draft day.
“It’s a journey,” Tatum said. “Right now I am
focusing on impressing the scouts and just taking it
one workout at a time.”
Bill Neff, Tatum’s agent, said since graduation in May, Tatum has been training full-time in
Sacramento, Calif. with trainer Guss Armstead.
He attended a pre-draft camp in Orlando, Fl.
from May 29-June 4 and since then has been
invited for five workouts with the Sacremento
Kings, Houston Rockets, Cleveland Cavaliers, San
Antonio Spurs and the Golden State Warriors,
Neff said.
In addition, Tatum has also been invited to
rookie camps by three or four other teams.
Armstead said Tatum has been training in
Sacremento, working on improving his game and
refining his abilities to compete in the NBA.
“In college, the focus is to win games,” Armstead
said. “ I’m working on taking Tatum to the next
level by working on his ball handling, abilitiy to read

the defenses and react to different
scenarios on the court.”
Tatum said in college, if a team
excels in a tournament or a big
game, then the entire team gains
recognition. In the 2007 pre-draft
camp, he said both the team and
the draftee has to excel.
“On this level you have to make
sure you have a good day every day and
have a trademark that the scouts are going
to remember,” Tatum said. “My trademarks
are being the toughest guy on the team and my
defensive skills.”
Armstead said he is very confident about Tatum’s
ability to thrive in the NBA with any team.
“We think Tatum has the skill set and tenacity
to play in the NBA right now.” Armstead said. “He
doesn’t make a lot of mistakes when he has the ball
in his hand.”
Armstead said the main focus of the training
sessions in Sacramento is on “skill development”
and endurance.
Neff said Tatum generated more interest from
NBA teams than another former Saluki and current pro Troy Hudson did during his quest toward
an NBA career.
Hudson, a guard for the Minnesota
Timberwolves, has been playing in the NBA for
nine years and is the last SIU basketball player to
make it to the NBA.
Neff said one of the most important assets that
Tatum has is his defensive skills, which is what
many NBA championship teams look for in an
athlete.

since he was 5-years-old, and has
opened four karate schools.
Now Frank is scheduled to fight
against Ron ‘The Badger’ McMasters
June 23 at the Williamson County
Pavilion in Marion. The fight will be
one of 14 fights in the Illinois Cage
Fighting event.
Each fight will last three rounds.
The event will also spotlight 13 contests between other amateur fighters.
After years of restrictions from
fighting because of contracts with
Disney, Frank is now getting a
chance to show his skills. But Frank
said he’s doing this for more than the
rush in a fight.
“It’s not just fighting, it’s the
training and preparation before you
fight — the training, the sparing,”
he said.
Frank won his two previous bouts,
but he said fighting is something he
wants. It’s not necessary for him.
“I don’t need to fight for money
like all these other guys,” he said. “I
just do it because I like to.”
See CAGE, Page 11

Securing the future

Eikenberg signs
five-year extension
Seth MacFadyen
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The future looks bright for the
SIU women’s basketball team.
Dana Eickenberg signed a fiveyear extension on her contract as the
Salukis’ head coach.
Before the contract renewal,
Eikenberg was making $112,500 a
year and now will make $125,000 a
year for the next five years.
“I appreciate the willingness of
Mario and SIU President Glenn
Poshard to take the program to the
next level,” Eikenberg told SIU
Media Services. “Their support is
invaluable and will help us to recruit
top student athletes who can put this
program back in the spotlight.”
Eikenberg started coaching at
SIU during the 2004-2005 season.
In that time, she has turned what
was once a losing program into a
championship-caliber team.
Athletic Director Mario Moccia
said Eikenberg has done an excep-
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SIU women’s basketball head coach Dana Eikenberg writes on
the dry erase board in the women’s locker room on Feb. 9 at the
SIU Arena.
tional job as head coach.
“When the team was certainly
down, she returned it to a championship team in a short period of time,
it shows you have a pretty special
coach,” Moccia said.
Eikenberg
replaced
head
coach Lori Opp in 2004. Prior to
Eickenberg taking over as head coach,
the Salukis were continuously finish-

ing at the bottom of the Missouri
Valley Conference and had a record
of 37-126 from 1998 to 2004.
Eikenberg’s record over the past
three years has been 34-53 and
includes a stellar 21-11 mark in
2006-2007, which included a 16-2
conference slate.
See CONTRACT, Page 11

